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PREFACE 


For any significant occurrence to acquire its due place in history, 
it needs to be properly recorded or documented. An undocumented 
event or occurrence will flee from the minds of the people and wipe off 
from history eventually. The story of Utah’s Sri Ganesha Hindu Temple 
unfolds from the events, struggles and accomplishments that 
concurrently took place during the last several years from concept to 
construction. The story is embedded in the self-less sacrifices and hard 
labor, and financial and social contributions of a number of people who 
were directly and indirectly involved. 

I have been a journalist and a writer from my years in Sri Lanka 
and India. After immigrating to the United States my interest in writing 
enabled me to work as a community correspondent for the “Daily Herald” 
published in Provo, Utah. Though writing the book on the Sri Ganesha 
Hindu Temple of Utah gave me immense happiness and thorough 
satisfaction, it is, of course a Himalayan task. I have made a conscious 
effort to meet and interview as many people as possible to bring to light 
as much information and events as possible. 

I have only acted as a compiler of facts and figures gathered 
from meeting people, perusing the annual reports of the Temple and 
Cultural Center and also from the article on Indian Immigrants in Utah 
written by late Neila C. Seshachari. If any information that should have 
been included is missing, it is because that information did not reach me. 

In this book, I have made an effort to capture as much 
information as possible, including: 

• the efforts of Aditya Vinadhara who envisioned the temple to Indra 
and Neale Neelameggham who brought the vision to reality; 

• from Shrivatsava’s daughter who gave her piggy bank collections to 
the Temple cause in 1996, to Kalpana and Dinesh Patel who are the 
largest benefactor donors to the temple; 

• the first priestess of the temple Shyamala Chivukula to the current 
priests Pundit A.R.Krishnan and Pundit Satish Kumar 

• from the first step taken to purchase land to today’s seamless 
operation of the temple with all consecrated deities, poojas and 
festivals; 

• from the first volunteers who gathered the names of all Hindus in the 
area to all those that remember working with every piece of brick, 
speck of paint, bag of nails that helped complete the construction of a 
unique temple; 
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• and about all those who were involved in the development of the 
temple, brought the community together as one group, proud of what 
they achieved; 

• and those that established procedures and polities to stand the test of 
time and ensure a seamless day to day operation to be enjoyed by all 
in the present and future. 

In this endeavor, many people interacted with me by sparing 
their time and sharing their views and experience. 

I thank all of them particularly Shyamala Chivukula, Dinesh Patel, Arjun 
Bachus, Sathya Reddy, Rajani and Vinayak Apte, Pramod 
Nayate, Subbarao Adusumalli, Babu Narasimhan, Sudhir 
Nadkarni, Satish Bhatnagar and many others for providing 
valuable information. 

I thank U. Radhakrishnan, Alan Lakshminarayanan, Sandhya and 
Jayadatta Narasipura, Sriram Natarajan, B. Sriram and Architect 
Selvam Rajavelu for sharing the efforts of the group of 
volunteers they were part of. 

I thank Aditya Vinadhara for providing detailed information, materials and 
also the first picture of Great Ganesha taken by his friend, late 
Ed Hunt, which has been used in the front cover of this book. 

I thank Indra and Neale Neelameggham for providing a variety of 
information and materials including the annual reports of the 
Temple and Cultural Center. 

I thank Candadai Seshachari for giving permission to use some of the 
references from the article written by his wife Neila C. 
Seshachari on Indian immigrants. 

I thank Brent Bowen (Seva Swaroop) for designing the cover page and 
showing his willingness to promote his beliefs in Hinduism. I 
thank Senthil Nachimuthu for his editorial assistance. 

I thank my daughter Suhasini Rajkumar for providing various 
suggestions, corrections and editorial help. 

I thank my dear wife Vadivu for her patience, care and encouragement 
throughout this venture and in our entire life. 

My NAMASTE to all who conceptualized and executed this 
tremendous undertaking of bringing a Great Hindu Temple to Utah. My 
only regrets are in not being able to acknowledge contributions of each 
person individually. 

It is my fervent hope that this book will be that additional drop of 
faith in our ocean of Hinduism. 

- Sri Lingam 
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CHAPTER ONE 


A Temple To Cat! Our Own 


Hindu temples are the quintessence of the Hinduism’s history 
and richness. The form of architecture, the sheer size of the gopuras 
(temple towers), and the handcrafted sculptures epitomize the 
significance of the Hindu temples. Some people wonder, “If God is 
omnipresent, what is the point of having a temple?” Air is also 
omnipresent, but we often see ourselves going to get some fresh air in a 
peaceful park or beach. Similarly, electricity is everywhere but in order 
to utilize its power in our daily life, we need to have generators to 
channel that power and install a transmission system. The sunrays 
naturally have heating energy. The sun does not simply bum anything. 
However, if we hold a lens between the rays of the sun and an object 
such as a piece of cloth or paper, the object will catch fire. In the same 
way in order to get the grace of the omnipresent God, temples have been 
built from the ancient times; to imbibe special spiritual significance, the 
place of worship is usually constructed along certain principles of the 
Agama Shastras (religious scriptures.) 

Temples are literally the sanctuaries we seek to connect 
ourselves with the divine power. Our offerings - Abhishekas, Archanas, 
and Aradhanas (various forms of prayers and offerings), enhance the 
divinity of temples. Our Shastras (scriptures) define Mantras (chants) as 
instruments of thoughts that protect the one who chants them piously. 
No matter what part of the world they live, Hindus maintain their unique 
culture, arts, traditions, religious beliefs and identity by observing and 
celebrating their rich heritage. The Hindu temples all over the world 
exemplify this phenomenon. 

There are more than 800 Hindu temples in USA. Of these the Sri 
Ganesha Hindu Temple in South Jordan, Utah is very special. Utah does 
not have a huge Indian population. According to the census report of 
2004 [released by Utah State Office of Ethnic Affairs] the number of 
Asian Indians is 9936. This perhaps includes many belonging to other 
faiths. Yet, the Hindus strived and achieved to have a temple in a 
convenient and accessible place within the state. This is special. It is also 
special that this temple was built without going into any financial debt; 
the community came forward with funds to pay as they built. 
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History has again shown that the existence of a large population 
is not necessary in order to contemplate and execute a project from 
which the society will benefit. It is also a proven fact that an idea for any 
project, whether it is minor or major, emanates in the mind of a single 
person, which eventually receives the support or acceptance from other 
like-minded people. In 1988, there was a discussion of having a small 
Pillaiyar Kovil [a Ganesha temple] between the Neelamegghams and the 
Rajamanis. Rajamani suggested this as the Neelameggham home was 
already a convenient meeting place for various social gatherings in Salt 
Lake City. 

In 1993 Aditya Vinadhara was the person who contemplated the 
idea of building a traditional Hindu Temple in Salt Lake City and 
expressed his desire to the Indian community. We should appreciate the 
unstinted efforts and initiative taken by Indra and Neale Neelameggham 
who brought this vision to fruition with the help of the entire society. 

Of course, not much is possible without the blessings of a sage. 
The Utah Hindu community was fortunate enough to have the blessings 
of Satguru Sri Sivaya Subramuniyaswami, a Hindu saint of Kauai Hindu 
Monastery, Hawaii who very generously donated the Sri Ganesha 
Vigraha. In a nutshell, we could summarize as follows: Aditya 
Vinadhara conceptualized the idea of building a temple. Neale and 
Indra Neelameggham initiated and executed the project; Shyamala 
Chivukula the initial priestess, kept the concept alive and carried it 
forward ritualistically by conducting regular poojas and community 
bhajans. Ganesha murthy came in 1995. Dinesh and Kalpana Patel gave 
momentum by speeding up the fundraising. 

Multitudes of founding trustees and numerous personalities not 
only played a vital and meaningful role but also helped bring the 
community together; they helped to raise funds, and helped in physically 
constructing the temple building. This includes Subbarao Adusumalli 
Rajani and Vinayak Apte, Pramod Nayate, Vanitha Shrivatsava, Rama 
and Babu Narasimhan, Neila Seshachari, Aijun Ramprasad, Sudhir 
Nadkami, Narasipuras, K. Jayaraman among others. Sathya Reddy, 
Aijun Bachus, Dinesh and Kalpana Patel added impetus by bringing in 
funding and community support. Above all, it is the physical labor and 
the various forms of donations by many generous hearts that contributed 
to the successful completion of the temple. The well-planned team 
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efforts of various committees elected for each year had played a 
constructive role in the temple project. 

The idea of building a Hindu temple was initiated in 1993 on 
August 15, on India Independence Day. It materialized on May 2, 2003 
with the performance of Kumbabhishekam (consecration ceremony) for 
the building. 

Irrespective of any anecdote, we all know that the Great Ganesha 
bestowed His blessings ta build the temple for the community and by the 
community of Hindus in Utah who will nurture this for years to come. 
Our Great Ganesha is known to remind us constantly that he is the 
remover of all obstacles; people have seen the obstacles come and be 
removed in bringing up His temple. 
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CHAPTE TWO 


Indian Immigrants In Utah - A Brief History 

The emergence of Hindu temples in North America demonstrates 
the Indian community’s inclination towards the preservation of its 
religious, cultural and social heritage and values. 

A presence of Indian immigrants in Utah is evident by their 
religious, social and cultural activities and their involvement in the 
educational, economic and entrepreneurial efforts in the state. Therefore, 
it is indispensable to explore a little of the life of Indian immigrants as 
part of this book. Only a brief account is presented here, naming a few 
pioneers in each field and citing a few examples of various activities and 
events to show that how all these contributed for the community to come 
together and accomplish many things including building the Ganesha 
temple. Of course, many, many more are part of the history of Indian 
heritage in Utah. 

Dr. Neila C. Seshachari in her article “Asian Indian” in the book 
“Asian Americans in Utah” compiled by John H. Yang elaborately 
speaks about our pioneers and their involvement in various fields. In 
addition Dr. Neale R Neelameggham a resident of Utah since 1968 and a 
life-force of the Sri Ganesha Temple provided useful information from 
the early years from his involvement with people of Indian heritage 
living in Utah. 

There is evidence of Asian Indians living in Utah as early as the 
early 1900s. Between 1900 and 1915, around 150 Sikh farmers 
immigrated to Utah to work in sugar beet plantations. In later years, the 
call of learning was the key attraction to Utah. 

Education 

Indians have made significant contributions to the academia of 
Utah’s Universities. In 1953 a professor named D. K. Salunke joined the 
faculty of Utah State University. In 1970, Utah State University had four 
Indian professors and in the 1990s added nine more. Likewise, an Indian 
professor started teaching at the University of Utah in 1966. In the 1980s 
this number increased to sixteen. Now, over 25 Indian professors teach at 
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the University of Utah. In addition, more than 100 persons of Indian 
origin are employed at the University of Utah in various capacities. 

In 1966, T. R. Reddy started teaching at Weber State University, 
followed by Candadai Seshachari. His wife, Neila Seshachari also taught 
at the University. It is important to note that Neila Seshachari served as a 
trustee at the Utah Sri Ganesha Temple. Notable Universities such as 
Brigham Young University, Southern Utah University, Utah State, 
Weber State, and colleges such as Salt Lake Community and 
Westminster, have also had their fair share of Indian Scholars. Overall, 
more than 50 Indian professors are presently teaching at different 
Universities in Utah. 

A natural thirst for knowledge and drive to succeed have brought 
people of Indian heritage from different countries of the world to Utah as 
students as early as the 1950s. In 1958, around 35 students came from 
India to Salt Lake City and enrolled in graduate programs at the 
University of Utah. This figure reached about 100 in 1991. As of today, 
this number has multiplied. The collaborative culture of Indians has 
encouraged them to start the Indian Students’ Association at the 
University as early as 1958. Their cultural programming and 
participation played a main role of all Indo-American community events. 
The contributions of Indians in not only academics, but also in religious 
activities, in philanthropy, social service, science, medicine, hotel and 
restaurant industries and various other businesses since the early 1980s is 
something remarkable. 

Cultural Activities 

Since 1969, the India Student Association has played a key-role 
in having cultural programs for the Indian community of Utah. In 1982, 
Ram Natesh arranged for a Bharatha Natya Concert at Kingsbury Hall. A 
Classical Indian Flute concert by B.N. Suresh was organized by R 
Sridharan, and later followed by other concerts in 1983. Individual 
communities had been getting together to screen movies and hold 
potluck Diwali celebrations. In 1985, Neelameggham and his wife Indra 
established the “Culture and Arts of India Fund” at the University of 
Utah with Om Gandhi as the Trustee with a considerable amount of seed 
money. This was very helpful when G.V. Srinivasan and others of the 
India Students Association organized a Festival of India in Utah as part 
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of a worldwide program initiated by Rajiv Gandhi the then Prime 
Minister of India to showcase Indian Arts. 


As the non-University Indian population had increased, in 1989 
Chittoor K.Ramachandran organized the “India Forum” as a community 
organization, brought in artists from all parts of India, and increased the 
awareness and appreciation for Indian classical music and dance. In 
1997, Bhama Jayaraman spearheaded the installation of the statue of 
Mahatma Gandhi at the International Peace Gardens. Babu Narasimhan 
and Venkatesh Subramanyan played a key-role in nurturing this 
organization by having the Cultural Utsav in 1997 and running SLICES a 
community Email newsletter. Every Saturday from 7 am to 8 am, KRCL 
radio station broadcast Indian music compeered by Uma Khandkar and 
Pallavi Kharkar. Indian culture is not complete without Indian movies. In 
the late 1970s Indian movies were shown at the University of Utah Little 
Theater. Now the community enjoys movies in several languages playing 
at theatres every month. 

Religious Activities 

Yogesh, Pragna, Ramesh and Suman Shah had brought a 
Ganesha for their Annual Ganesh Chathurthi 10 day festival which they 
were celebrating from the mid 1980’s with several people participating 
with Bhajans. Rajiv Kulkami had the yearly Ganesha Chathurthi Pooja 
in his house with several friends attending. Neale and Indra 
Neelameggham brought a fifteen inch granite Ganesha from India in 
1989 and built a small shrine in their home. Since 1991, Bhama 
Jayaraman, Pankajam Ramachandran and others teamed up to teach 
Sanskrit scriptures and songs to children, and made it special for singing 
during the navarathri festival held in several homes. In 1998-1999 Nalini 
Prasad and Pumima Gandhi initiated a Sunday school called Balavihar 
for Indian children. From the early 1980s “Gujarati Samaj” was 
organized holding festivities such as Garba for the Gujarati community 
of Utah. 


In 1992, a group of people of the Sikh religion started an 
association as part of the World Sikh Council and built a “Gurudwara”, a 
place of worship for the Sikhs. In the mid 1980s Carudas and Vaibhavi 
opened the Sri Krishna temple and started KHQN 1480 AM radio station 
in Spanish Fork, Utah as part of the ISKCON (International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness, popularly known as the Hare Krishna 
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Movement). A grand Krishna temple opened in 2002. The Krishna 
Temple has contributed immensely to the popularity of the Hindu 
religion and the food and culture of India in Utah County. 

Entrepreneurs 

Utah has nurtured technological entrepreneurs of Indian Origin. 
Dinesh Patel of TheraTech and presently Founding Partner of vSpring 
Capital and Arjun Bachus of WBK Controls were the pioneers through 
their companies, which started up in the mid 1980s. Ashok Joshi at 
present runs Ceramatec founded in the mid 1980s. This list of 
entrepreneurs has been growing since then. 

Several of these entrepreneurs were instrumental in funding the 
cultural activities and the Hindu and Sikh temples of Utah. As we can 
see, while Indians have acclimatized themselves to life in the US and 
become part of Utah’s rich culture, they have brought a little piece of 
home in their own way and have continued to celebrate their religion, 
heritage, friendship and food of their homeland, expressing their talents 
and interests all along. For any Hindu in the US, a Hindu temple is the 
ultimate experience in not just a religious perspective, but also a social 
and cultural perspective. To bring this vision to fruition, the Lord of all 
great beginnings in the form of Little Lord Ganesha has played an 
important role. 

The Little Ganesha A Lord Of Great Beginnings 

On the beautiful shores of Mahabalipuram, Chennai, Tamilnadu 
and several other towns in India, generations of talented artisans sculpt 
beautiful and intricate vigrahas (statues) of Holy deities, in accordance 
with Hindu Holy scriptures. The making of the vigrahas is an elaborate 
process which involves purification of the vigraha, invocation of the 
deity, and at the end infusion of prana (breath of life) into the vigraha. 
The vigrahas are then transported to various cities to enable the people to 
buy them and worship at various places. In Chennai, a couple happened 
to buy a Granite Ganesha from one roadside shop. Little did they know 
that the little Ganesha would make history some day. The little Ganesha 
traveled with the couple from Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India to the US on 
January 16, 1989 and decorated the couple’s home shrine in Salt lake 
City. The couple who brought the little Ganesha overseas recalled that 
people, out of curiosity, asked many a time as to how they opened their 
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home for everybody to visit and worship Lord Ganesha. “For us it was 
our home, but for the others it had already become a temple, people have 
the right to visit their Ishta Deivam (preferred God)”. 

Lord Ganesha is the Lord of great beginnings: it is Hindu 
tradition to pray to Ganesha first before undertaking any new task. Soon, 
word spread and Hindu families flocked to the couple’s home to pray to 
the divine Little Ganesha and to seek His blessings. The Little Ganesha 
became so popular that people celebrated important events and Hindu 
festivals in the presence of Him. One might say that this little Ganesha 
was instrumental in the great beginning of a Ganesha temple in Utah! 
Now you probably know who the noble couple is - it is indeed the 
Neelamegghams! Their dedication and hard work is notable and their 
names would forever be embedded in the history of Utah and Indian 
Americans. 












CHAPTER THREE 


A Historic Meeting And The Arrival Of Great Ganesha 

On August 15, 1993 the India Forum organized the 

Independence Day Picnic. At that picnic, Aditya Vinadhara upon the 
suggestion of a mutual friend Ram Natesh met Neale Neelameggham. 
Their conversation moved towards an idea of building a Hindu temple. 
Neelameggham introduced Aditya to other like-minded individuals. 
(The seed for the thought has already been sown: Neale and others had 
also been discussing about having a temple.) At the International Peace 
Gardens, Aditya stood upon a picnic table and addressed the entire 
group. He said he had spoken with Satguru Sivaya Subramuniyaswami 
and asked if he would come and help us get a temple started as he had 
done in so many other cities and countries. The group responded very 
favorably. 

At the age of 18, a book called “Pathanjali Yoga Sutra” 
inspired, Aditya, an American by birth. He met Satguru 
Subramuniyaswami in Nevada and accepted him as his Guru and became 
a follower of Hinduism. At the wishes of his Guru he changed his name 
to Aditya Vinadhara. Since then he was attracted to the teachings of 
Hinduism and had visited many temples in India especially the South 
Indian Hindu temples along with his Guru. Satguru Subramuniyaswami 
fondly called Gurudeva by his followers, visited Salt Lake City on 
September 5, 1993. His message was very simple. “Begin the worship” 
and “meet once a month at the same time and place and do not worry 
about any fundraising at this time”. Shyamala Chivukula and Balakrishna 
Atreya were present at this gathering — they both initiated a monthly 
pooja after a Ganesha Chathurthi pooja in 1993. Shyamala followed this 
tradition without a break for all the years until the temple was built. 

About a year and a half, later, Aditya received a fax that stated 
that a statue of Lord Ganesha was waiting for them in California. Aditya 
and his wife Linda jumped into their truck and drove 700 miles to 
receive the idol. On his way Aditya called Gurudeva to share the good 
news. Gurudeva wondered if Lord Ganesha had a home yet in Salt Lake 
City. Aditya recalled that the Neelamegghams had offered their home. 
On the evening of March 16, 1995 while the Neelamegghams were 
getting ready to retire for the evening, Aditya knocked on their door. 
They were welcomed and offered food as if this was just a casual visit. 
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“We have something for you” Aditya said. “We have brought Ganesha.” 
The Neelamegghams couldn’t believe the words and their eyes widened. 
Neelameggham immediately contacted his nephew Alan 
Lakshminarayanan who in turn showed up with eight of his friends 
including Selvam Rajavelu who later became the architect for the 
Temple. They carried the Ganesha Vigraha into the house. 

As the Vigraha was very heavy they were wondering where to 
place the Ganesha while temporarily holding it on the platform of the 
fireplace. Somehow the granite statue got centered on this pedestal. It is 
a custom to enshrine a deity in an auspicious day and time and also by 
performing a series of rituals. But, in the case of this Lord Ganesha, 
nothing was taken into consideration. “We just opened the crate and to 
our surprise their was not a single damage nor a small scratch to the 
vigraha and we were all happy that the head portion of the vigraha came 
out of the crate which everybody felt was the first blessings we received 
from Sri Ganesha”, said Aditya. 

Who is Sri Satguru Sivaya Subramuniyaswami? 

Sri Satguru Subramuniyaswami is the 162nd preceptor of the 
Nandinatha Sampradaya’s Kailasa Parampara and of Kauai Aadheenam a 
458 acre temple-monastery complex on Hawaii’s Garden Island, USA. 
He is lauded as one of the strictest and most traditional Gurus in the 
world. In 1947, as a young man of 20, he traveled to India and Sri Lanka 
and two years later was initiated to Sanniyasa by the renowned Sidda 
Yogi Gnanaguru Yogaswamy of Sri Lanka who is regarded as one of the 
twentieth century’s most remarkable mystics. At the age of 74, Satguru 
Sivaya Subramuniyaswami passed away at his ashram on the island of 
Kauai, Hawaii. For over five decades, he taught Hinduism. He started 
to publish a magazine namely ‘Hinduism Today’ which serves the Hindu 
community all over the world. He established the Hindu Heritage 
Endowment in 1995 as a public service trust. It seeks to establish and 
maintain permanent sources of income for Hindu institutions worldwide. 

The Turning Point After Satguru’s Visit To Utah 

August 15, 1993 was a momentous day for Indians and Hindus 
because it was the day that the seeds were sown for the Hindu Temple in 
Utah. That September, Satguru Subramuniyaswami visited Salt Lake 
City. During his speech, he advised his fellow Hindus to pray everyday 
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and gather once a month in a public place. As a result, a monthly prayer 
group started at University of Utah’s community center in December 
1993. Brent Bowen, also known as Seva Swaroop had this to say, “I 
was attending the Poojas at the community center and was able to see the 
deep personal desire of so many to have a temple in Salt Lake City, This 
strong desire and the team work of people of different Hindu traditions is 
very appreciable.” Brent had designed the temple Logo at this very early 
stage. 


Shyamala Chivukula organized this prayer group, lead the 
activities at the Ganesha Temple and made tremendous contributions to 
the growth of the temple. Several other people have also rendered their 
munificent involvement and leadership to this temple. Almost all of them 
gratefully recalled Shyamala’s commitment to the improvement of the 
temple. 


A Teacher by profession, Shyamala spent every free minute 
working tirelessly towards the development of the Ganesha temple. She 
is a remarkable inspiration and a model citizen for selfless dedication. 
When asked why, of all places in Utah, she chose University of Utah’s 
Student Village Community Hall as the location for the prayer group, she 
answered that the biggest factor was to make the location accessible to 
all Hindus in Utah. Salt Lake area is where most Hindus live, the social 
Hall is free of charge, and has convenient parking. 

It is undeniable that this prayer group and various religious, 
social and cultural activities by the Indian community have encouraged 
the formation of the Utah Ganesha Temple and its continued success. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


Towards A dream — Fundraising for A vision 

In any successful mission, fund raising predominates as one of 
the prime factors. These funds come from different sources and groups of 
people. It is not an easy task to collect funds from all different sources 
and allocate them in the most efficient and effective manner. Some may 
have wealth but may not have the heart to give for a good cause. Some 
people may not have excess wealth but may have a desire to do more for 
the community. There are some who have the heart as well as the means 
to contribute. In any case, “Where there is a will, there is a way”. That is 
how several generous contributors relentlessly donated everything they 
possibly could to ensure that the temple project attained fruition. 

The Sri Ganesha Temple name was chosen by the pioneering 
committee and incorporated on May 8, 1995. Three families - the 
Vinadharas, Aptes and Neelamegghams, each giving a thousand dollars 
provided first funding. During the picnic in Sugarhouse Park on May 26, 
1995 thirty others joined the funding pool with whatever contributions 
they could make. On September 1, 1995, IRS gave the non-profit 
Religious Organization status to the endeavor. The Temple committee 
also incorporated the name Hindu Community Center in October 1995, 
as most temple projects have a cultural wing. In spite of diverse bustling 
activities the fund collection process did not gain much momentum. 

“People pursued their educational activities and careers and 
therefore they couldn’t pay much attention to fundraising. That was until 
a group of ten women got together and sold home made packaged meals 
for $7 each,” exclaimed Shyamala. This was one of the first steps 
towards the fundraising. “It was decided that each family would 
contribute $11 a month. We started with 5 families and collected $55.” 

Vanitha Shrivatsava recruited her children to locate names of 
Utah Hindus in the telephone book, contact them and request 
contributions towards the temple construction. Vanitha and Shyamala 
organized Maha Sankeerthan on August 3, 1995, which raised another 
$3000. Apte’s and Nayate’s suggestion of getting 5 percent commission 
from marketing Smith’s Grocery gift coupons collected $729. Volunteers 
also sold religious books, tapes, and T-shirts to add to the collection. 
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In February of 1996, a small fundraiser concert organized by 
C.K.. Ramachandran contributed $400 to the temple fund. In November 
1996, Mahesh Patel and others took on the task of selling a music CD 
containing 10 religious songs, made in Aditya Vinadhara’s Sound 
Studio, and the sale of a Sthothra Mala book and a cassette by the 
Ramachandrans also helped in the endeavor. An all night Devi Jagaran in 
city center hall of Salt Lake City also brought in some funds. On May 
10, 1997, volunteers cooked and sold Indian food for the Asia-Pacific 
festival, and the proceeds of about $1200 went towards temple 
construction. On August 2nd 1997, Neela Murthy organized and 
performed Classical Bharatha Natyam and collected $1700 for the cause. 
Thus, like a sparrow building a nest, small amounts added to the pool. By 
1998, the fund including pledges stood at about $50,000. 

At this juncture several ladies of the community led by Vanitha 
Shrivatsava and Shyamala Chivukula went to meet important leaders of 
the community visiting each person at their home. They obtained a 
commitment from Aijun Bachus and Dinesh Patel of $25000 each for the 
project. This was a major milestone. 

Towards the end of 1998, the temple committee had the 
opportunity to buy a 6 abre property in Riverton for about $250,000. 
Funds were needed; community commitment was hard to judge. Babu 
Narasimhan suggested holding a Community Town Flail meeting to get 
the Hindu Community energized into contributing money for buying the 
land. On January 23, 1999, over two hundred attended this meeting in a 
School Auditorium. Several of the key volunteers made slide 
presentations and a simple meal donated by area restaurants was served. 
Pledges totaling to another $130,000 were in place for funding the 
Temple project at this meeting. Many more from the community became 
committed towards building the temple. 

Many eminent personalities from the community met to discuss 
possibilities. They felt that a commitment of $ 10,000 each from key 
families was the only way that the project would go into fruition. 
However, the Riverton land purchase did not go through. At this time, a 
couple of other parcels of land were considered. While the land quest 
was going on, Selvam Rajavelu was busy drawing up several concept 
ideas for the temple and preparing a preliminary plot plan. 



Vinayak Apte with the help of his neighbor Mr. Tom Sawyer 
met with President Gordon B. Hinckley of the LDS church and obtained 
a pledge of $25,000 to the Hindu Temple project once the Temple 
committee raised 90 percent of the funds needed for building. Earlier in 
the year 2000, Shyamala had arranged for a Sri Ganesha coin with the 
Temple logo on one side. The coin sale started bringing in $51 for each 
coin. 


Sudhir Nadkami and Vinayak Apte initiated the idea of having a 
modest $25 per person fund raising for the Temple project in August 
2000. On November 18th 2000, the fund-raiser organized by Apte, 
Nadkami and Babu Narasimhan was held at an LDS Stake Center in 
South Temple. Door prizes, auction of airline tickets etc were offered. As 
the program went on, Dinesh Patel came on stage and took the lead in 
making the attendees pledge moneys for the Temple Building Project, 
which was estimated to cost another $400,000 over and above the land 
cost. He pledged a reasonable sum while encouraging those attending. 
At the end of the day, total pledges were about $180,000. This included 
those who signed up for the $1,000 pillar of the temple project by signing 
up on a display board. 

Sathya Reddy recalled that the “Pillars of Temple” campaign 
launched on September 1, 2000, was the brainchild of late Neila 
Seshachari. Through this campaign, any individual donating $1,000 or 
more would be declared as a pillar of the temple sponsor. Their names 
would be engraved on the stone pillars that surround the temple. Funds 
raised from this scheme would help start constmction. 

Children's Involvement And Contributions 

As you can see, every possible creative method was employed 
towards collecting funds for the temple. The children were no exception; 
they started contributing from the very beginning. A penny drive was 
initiated for children to collect their pennies and donate. Families joined 
in by collecting the loose change in small jars and bringing it to the 
temple. A Kids Square program had children pay for one square foot of 
land by contributing $ 5 or above while parents and elders signed up for 
each square foot of temple land at a sponsorship of $100. Later Children 
collected money for the Mooshika vigraha. Mention must be made 
especially of several youth who donated the monies of their first pay 
check at a regular job entirely to the building fund. Many of these 
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youngsters who have gone to different parts of USA are still committed 
to this temple. 

All Events At Dream Circle Abode Raise Funds 

Meanwhile, the Temple was in its temporary abode in Dream 
Circle basement during 1996- 2003 and all the special events held there 
collected funds. Daily lamp was lit for Ganesha in his temporary abode. 
From May 1996 Shyamala Chivukula continued the monthly poojas in 
front of Ganesha along with sponsored Sathyanarayana Katha pooja. 
Each year Ganesha Chathurthi was celebrated for 7 to 10 days with over 
100 people attending. Visaijana picnics became more and more popular. 
Monthly poojas became weekly poojas. Special poojas for special 
festivals like Navarathri, Diwali etc were held. 

Weekly poojas and special programs used to have 50 to 100 
people attending. In 1997, Hitesh Jaiswal performed Gayathri Havan, 
which raised funds. There were several other parayanas, homas, havans 
and abhishekas performed for Ganesha in this temporary abode. All the 
events collected funds. Layne Little conducted a Hanuman pooja. Gopal 
Marathe alternated as a priest from 1998. M. Vishwanthan also helped by 
doing grand decorations and special poojas. A couple of weddings 
several engagements and other samskaras were held at this temporary 
abode of Utah Ganesha. 

"During 2000-2003 many of the social parties among Hindus 
always discussed the coming of the temple and provided mutual 
encouragement towards funding the project. This has been a tremendous 
community input" said Neelameggham. 

There were many regular devotees who used to come on their 
special times and pray to Ganesha on their own, and make offerings in 
the Hundi. Some of the contributions were anonymous; some had the, 
donor’s name. In order to have an up-to-date account of all donations 
received, Indra Neelameggham designed a special database program. 
This program keeps track of cumulative donation of each individual 
donor since the inception. This detailed history for records collected 
from May 1995, is still being followed by the Temple. Anonymous 
hundi cash donation totals most always made the top of the list of total 
contributions published periodically through the temple newsletter 
named Himavani. 
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Once construction began with seventy-five percent of the needed 
monies in hand or in pledges, there were tense periods. However, the 
temple committee had never lost focus of one goal: NOT to take a loan. 
Loan servicing costs were prohibitive and they often hampered the 
proper functioning of many temples. Hence pay as we go was the policy. 
Often, in order to pay an invoice, generous donors such as the 
Jayaramans would simply go put their donations into the temple bank 
account. Sandhya Narasipura and Madhu Gundlapalli with friends 
organized an Idli-Dosa fest to raise funds; Ashok Joshi quickly got 
together people to arrange for a Special Abhisheka Fundraiser to get the 
$40,000 needed towards the last stage of construction. 

The power of Sri Ganesha of Utah has helped several individuals 
when they were in Salt Lake, and these continued their contributions 
even after leaving Utah. Chitra and Murali Krishnamoorthy, Patron 
Members are a typical example. Each week when they had come to the 
temporary temple there would be three checks in the hundi, one from 
them and two from each of their children. They live in India now but 
have continued their contributions to the temple. Jayashree and 
Narasimham Sambamoorthy left Utah in 2000, but continue their 
significant monthly contributions even to this day. Some the sponsor 
members never lived in Utah but continue to help fund the temple. 

Dinesh and Kalpana Patel are the primary financial Benefactors 
of the Temple with their cumulative contributions over these years 
exceeding $120,000. Sathya Reddy and Jayaprakash have contributed 
large amounts unquestioningly supporting every festival and pooja. 
Srinivasan Venkateshwaran in 2006 raised funds towards completing the 
deferred central heating and air-conditioning system that was intended to 
augment the floor heating for the temple. 

By the year of construction, the temple had over 12 patron 
members who had given over $20,000 each, and 25 sponsor members 
giving over $10,000 each as cumulative contributions. 

Fund raising includes the funds raised by Sri Ganesha himself. 
At the end of 1995, when the temple project was started, the total monies 
with the temple were $ 7302 . 75 . This grew to assets of $ 901 , 924.00 in 
2003. Within a span of seven years, the funds grew in an unbelievable 
way. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


Temple Land 

Amidst their multifarious commitments and obligations, the 
volunteer temple committee members made time without any 
procrastination to search for a suitable piece of land for their temple 
building. This process began in 1995 and continued until 1999 with the 
purchase of a four acre piece of land in South Jordan. During this time, 
the efforts of those involved were rather remarkable. Among the several 
criteria laid down for a suitable piece of land, people’s convenience 
topped the list. The sites that were looked into were within Salt Lake 
City to serve the Hindu community from the North as well as the South 
of Salt Lake City. They tried to find a suitable location on a bus route 
and with close access to freeways. Originally, it was envisioned to 
acquire 2 to 3 acres of land to facilitate a 5000 sq. feet building for the 
temple, along with a parking lot for 50 to 60 cars. In the year 1996, it 
was planned that the temple premises would at least have a 2500 square 
feet worship area including 3 to 5 garbhagrahas to have 3 to 5 major 
deities. 


In their quest for land, the temple committee had been searching 
far and wide. They approached many people, examined several vacant 
pieces of land and looked for donors who may get them land. They 
contemplated possibilities of acquiring an existing building such as a 
former church building or a newly constructed building. In either case, 
Hindu temple architecture would be added to ensure a Hindu atmosphere 
for the shrine and the main entrance. At one point they even 
contemplated sharing land with some other faith groups. 

The temple committee continued their dialogue with Bishop 
Burton of the LDS Church which had been started in 1995. Vinayak 
Apte, Indra Neelameggham, Shyamala Chivukula, and a. few others 
attended the meeting with Bishop Burton. The LDS Church was very 
kind enough to provide a list of land sites, buildings that they were ready 
to sell or dispose. They promised to help the Hindus of the valley look 
for a suitable place. However, none of the sites on the list was workable. 
Either the acreage had no expansion possibilities, had approach 
problems, or the remodel costs would be prohibitive. “Search for 
permanent land site continued through the year 1997 and 1998 without 
any achievement. But the members did not lose hope though a few of us 
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core members spent every free minute driving around looking for a 
place” said Neale R. Neelameggham. 

Neighbors in the Dream Circle area alerted Neelamegghams 
about a parcel of agricultural land that may be suitable. Two brothers 
owned this land; as their mother was moving to a nursing home, the sons 
wanted to sell away the land. A few key members went to see the parcel. 
It was approached by a small private lane and was nested amidst other 
green fields. A crop was growing and the rectangular area was covered in 
a sea of purple flowers, a color sacred to Ganesha. In their heart’s they 
knew that it was the place. Could it be acquired? Would they have the 
money? Would the building permits for a temple be available for the 
agricultural area that nestled amidst agricultural homes? 

The meeting with the elder son proved fruitful. The price was 
right. They were willing to wait until the end of the year for the money. 
They were willing to subdivide the property to a four acre parcel with 
right of first refusal for the remaining acre and house. It was almost as if 
Ganesha wanted that land for his abode. An offer was made on April 3, 
1999 and was accepted on April 18, 1999. 

Obstacles And Their Removal 

As if to show his nature of giving and removing obstacles, 
Ganesha threw several impediments on the process. 

Even after the purchase contract was signed, the seller’s brother 
seemed to be entering into a contract with another buyer who was going 
to offer a higher price. This news became apparent only by accident 
when Aditya went to measure the parcel before making payments and 
found another man doing the same. The committee quickly got hold of a 
legal advisor and met with the owner right in the middle of the land. At 
the end of nearly three hours of conversation standing in the middle of 
the field, Indra finally said, “We as a community are searching for a 
place to worship. In this land of opportunity don’t you think you should 
respect that and give us what was promised?” Something seemed to fall 
in place; the owner finally said, “If you folks can pay the whole amount 
and if you are really building a temple, you can have it.” Upon the advice 
of the legal consultant, the committee went and registered the land 
purchase immediately. 
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In order to have land for the temple Shyamala started a nine hour 
Sri Ganesha Moolamantra Japam [silent prayer] along with a few other 
devotees; on the ninth hour the owner of the property showed up at the 
basement temple and offered to sign the deed. Shyamala also did the 
same japam one more time when the community was dealing with the 
City Council for building permission. She completed her japam of nine 
hours, and councilmen who had been debating for hours with no positive 
result took a 10 minute recess and came back with a positive answer. 

The purchase deed was signed in August, 1999 in the presence of 
Aditya Vinadhara, Aijun Bachus, Atjun Ramprasad, Shyamala 
Chivukula, Babu Narasimhan, Sandhya Narasipura, Indra and R. 
Neelameggham. The land was fully paid on Dec. 11, 1999 in the amount 
of $ 204 , 614 . 30 . In May 2000, the Committee approved NJRA Architects 
to undertake the architectural design of the temple. They displayed the 
design and drawings of the proposed temple building at the temporary 
abode of Lord Ganesha for review by community. Many persons added 
comments and suggestions which were all accommodated. 

Before the City of South Jordan could grant approval in the form 
of a conditional use permit to build the temple, the plans had to be 
reviewed by the City council. At the first submission of plans, the City 
wanted the temple committee to show that they had clear access and 
approach to the land via a wide road that could accommodate two-way 
vehicle traffic and that there was an additional fire truck exit road as 
required for public gathering places. The temple had a right of way over 
the private lane, which was the original access way. However, this road 
was only 16ft wide and did not accommodate 2-way traffic. Hence, it 
could only serve as the secondary emergency fire exit. 

The temple committee now tried to explore if there was a clear 
access from the main road, being built by South Jordan City and UDOT. 
The legal advisor who had helped, to register the land'had very wisely 
made sure that the recording of the deed included the recording of a clear 
Right of Way access that belonged to the land from the south side. Indra 
did notable land record research on this matter. Her research found the 
original land deeds recorded in 1983 regarding the access right of way as 
being a part of the property, which also had rights over a dirt road going 
to 10th west. It was also found that a roadway that came in from the 
South Jordan Parkway road still under construction by UDOT, met this 
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dirt road and that it was public city road. The access path now had three 
twists and turns just like Ganesha’s trunk. 

All that was left was to prove to the city that the temple had a 
right to go over this 3-part access road. The first was a city road; the 
second part was on a private lane owned by a trust. The owner of the 
trust holding the second section of the access road could never be found 
to sign needed paperwork. Aijun Ramprasad took several months even to 
locate his address. Finally, one day while just driving up to that address, 
Neale and Indra found the owner washing his car on his driveway. They 
just walked up to him, explained why they needed to meet him and about 
the access roadway issue. He said, “let us meet tomorrow at the land; you 
can then explain what you want me to do.” With no guarantee that he 
would actually show up, the couple threw the burden on Ganesha and 
spent a restless night. The next day Mr. Wade did show up. Within 
fifteen minutes of the meeting he simply said, “I will donate that land to 
you folks as long as you guarantee that you are indeed building a temple. 
Mark out the area you want and send me the papers. I will sign it. You 
can get hold of me anytime by calling my secretary whose number is 
here.” Ganesha made it possible. Almost a year after that, on June 6, 
2000, the donation deed was recorded. This is the transverse road called 
the Wade Sandy portion of 10400 South, which now belongs to the 
temple. 

A meeting with Utah Department of Transportation UDOT 
resolved the access to the main road via the city owned roadway at the 
east end of the Office Plaza Condos. This later became Hindu Temple 
Lane, 1100 West. 

At the South Jordan City Council Meeting, the plans were 
presented. It was a tough meeting and the community had to face several 
curve balls. A person who had acquired a house adjacent to the north 
south portion of the 3 way access road raised an objection. He continued 
to lay physical obstacles for accessing the land by locking it up with a 
fence lock, throwing thorny branches on the path and such actions. Clear 
land title deeds were available, but the person was not acting reasonably. 
Neighbors tried to reason with him but he would not look at any survey 
papers or even try to come to a common discussion. 

Part of the problem was that though the Temple owned a right to 
traverse over the land, they did not own fee title. Mr. Pease owned that 
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1/3 acre of roadway. Babu Narasimhan and Indra tried to work with 
Pease to see if he would sell his land or donate it to the temple as it was a 
designated roadway and could have no commercial value. Magleby and 
other attorneys of Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP provided 
pro-bono legal services to resolve this situation. A judgment was 
received in court in favor of the temple. 

At the next meeting with South Jordan City council, many of the 
Hindu community came to show support. For a long time the councilors 
could not come to a decision. They needed one paper or another to be 
reviewed by some official or another. Even as they asked, Selvam and 
Indra kept providing the paperwork, legal documents and county land 
records, approvals and permits. The meeting kept dragging. At one point 
Sathya Reddy stood up and said, “We have shown you that we have legal 
access way, but you are asking for the impossible. No land can be land 
locked. Do you expect us to go to our temple by helicopter?” Neale 
added, “If the access way papers are not clear is it not up to you the city 
officials to help us find it? These are your own survey records. Don’t you 
believe your own papers?” After a while, the City Mayor finally ordered 
the legal department of the city to go and spend a few minutes to review 
the plans and papers submitted by the temple representatives and come to 
a decision immediately. That was a tense 10-minute recess. Not a single 
member of the Hindu community said a word or even looked at each 
other. Each was praying in their own mind. As she had done previously, 
Shyamala had started earlier in the day, a 9 hour Ganesha moola mantra 
japa ; even that was about to conclude. Power of prayer is immeasurable. 

The examining city lawyers came back with one sentence “We 
recommend the approval of the temple’s request for a conditional use 
permit as all their papers are in order.” 

When asked to comment on this infamous access road problem, 
Neale and Indra replied very simply, “We encountered some right of way 
issues to the temple land which were resolved through legal procedures 
and also a series of dialogues and negotiations by the volunteer 
development committee.” In 2004 fee title to the Pease land was also 
obtained for the temple by Jayadatta Narasipura, Aditya and Indra who 
went to a public auction on the steps of Matheson Courthouse and bought 
the land. 
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Bhoomi Pooja And Vaasthu Horn a Ceremony 

On the Vinayaka Chathurthi day of August 22 , 2001 , Gopal 
Marathe performed the Bhoomi Pooja at the temple land, with aver a 100 
persons attending. On this day, the LDS Foundation representative, 
Roland Raddack also participated in the function and handed over the 
pledged contribution of $ 25 , 000 . 

Authorities in India and priests in the US were consulted to make 
sure that the building plan confirmed with Devalaya vaasthu codes. Soil 
tests conducted as per Agama codes at the sanctum point showed that the 
site is very auspicious for temple construction. “According to Devalaya 
Vaasthu, a pit must be dug measuring 18 inch deep, 18 inch long and 18 
inch wide, and then the pit must be filled with the same mud that was 
dug out from that hole. The mud filled again should be in excess of the 
pit for the land to be top quality for a Temple” explained Neale about the 
Devalaya Vaasthu codes. He further said “We were all happy that the 
soil was in excess of the pit and that will lead to prosperity”. 
Environmental soil tests in 1999 had already confirmed the suitability of 
the land for the building. On October 27 , 2001 the temple foundation 
laying ceremony and vaasthu homa was performed by Pundit Venkata 
Sastry of Livermore Hindu Temple. 

Construction And The Road To Completion 

Selvam Rajavelu of NJRA prepared detailed engineering 
drawings to obtain the building construction permit. Various 
construction companies were called to bid for the project. The 
development committee of the temple spent countless hours in getting 
the bids and then reviewing them. The lowest bid was a little over 
$ 850 , 000 . 


The Temple had only about 356,000 dollars. India Cultural 
Center which is planned to be built on the same campus had about 
137,000 dollars designated for cultural activities and ICC building 
construction raised via the Gala functions organized by Kalpana and 
Dinesh Patel. In essence, the funds were insufficient to match the bids. 
The building committee modified the design somewhat in deferring some 
of the items such as vimana and wall enhancement and the pillars to a 
later date. Even with that, the costs were mind-boggling. A couple of 
large ticket items in the bids were construction management and 
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accounting. Another major item was cost of dirt or landfill to pack the 
areas for parking lots, temple foundation etc to meet public building 
codes. Was there a way to overcome this? 

Dinesh Patel came up with a novel idea. As projects go this was 
a project that could be supervised by a General Contractor on a fixed 
payment contract. The development committee could co-supervise and 
co-manage and save costs. Upon his recommendation, Kim Olsen of KO 
Constructions was chosen as General Contractor. “The construction bid 
for the job came in at $850,000 but with Neale and Indra stretching each 
dollar and a great deal of volunteer work, we got it done for $580,000 
none of it borrowed. The accounting and management services cost per 
the bids were anywhere from 75 to 100 thousand and these were handled 
by Neale and Indra” said Aditya Vinadhara. 

Fill dirt was obtained free of cost from the South Jordan 
Roadway construction company, who were trying to find a place to get 
rid of the dirt that they dug out when building the road. Another housing 
development in the area similarly had free dirt if they could dump it on 
the temple land. Things happened at the right timing. While obtaining 
materials there was no compromise on quality or specifications of the 
original drawings. A few items were deferred. In addition, volunteers 
handled a significant part of the construction. 

In 2002 the temple had over 50 volunteers who participated in 
several aspects of the construction work. Records were maintained, of 
voluntary hours put in on construction labor; this translated to a value of 
about $86,000 at the time of the audit done in 2004. 

By fall of 2002, much of the work was nearing completion; but 
the funds were insufficient to finish the project. Landscaping was yet to 
be attempted. Jayaraman suggested having a pledge coupon book given 
to individuals to follow-up on their pledges. Ashok Joshi stepped in and 
organized the Abhisheka fund raiser to fill the gap. The building 
committee modified the verandah and pillar drawings to minimize the 
cost of the verandah and get a different permit from the city for this 
variance. 

However, the city required some of the Vimana to be completed 
and the all landscaping in place, before occupancy permit could be given. 
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CHAPTER SIX 


Willing Volunteers With A Passion To Build Their Temple 

A temple is not built merely of bricks and stones, it is a divine 
place graced by God’s presence; prayers and offerings take place and 
blessings happen at a temple; it brings peace to one’s heart and divinity 
prevails. The serenity and tranquility that exists in all places of worship 
in India and elsewhere prevail at the Utah Sri Ganesha Temple too. Most 
visitors do not even feel that this is a temple in a foreign country. 

It is common practice for a building entrance to contain the 
foundation stone, which has key details such as date of foundation, who 
laid the foundation, the builder firm, etc. Neither a foundation stone nor 
any such information is displayed anywhere at this temple. One will 
wonder why this is the case, the only logical answer one could arrive at 
was that most portions of this temple were built by dedicated volunteers 
with their own hands. It drives home the point that everyone is equal in 
the eyes of God; there is no room for disparity and nobody should take 
credit for God’s work. 

From the first day of the Ground Blessing ceremony on August 
2001 and until the day of the Kumbhabhishekam or consecration, the 
incredible volunteer effort continued and their involvement and 
experience during the process were remarkable. Almost fifty percentage 
of the construction effort was completed by hands-on volunteer effort of 
community members who often worked after a full day at their regular 
jobs, in very adverse weather [hottest, coldest, dustiest, windiest days] to 
race against time to meet deadlines. 

On October 21 st , 2001, to perform traditional vaasthu tests, 10 
volunteers dug with their own hands without using any digging 
machinery, a 4 feet long, 4 feet wide, and 4 feet deep hole. This 
commenced the first step of the construction work. It was also the 
beginning of an enormous volume of work throughout the construction 
until the building was complete. This temple is the result of volunteers’ 
dedication and devotion. Not just one or two, but many. Some of them 
do not even live in Utah anymore. 

Any job well done needs leadership with far sightedness and 
proper guidance to arrive at the goal successfully. Aditya Vinadhara and 
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Venkatesh Subramanyan particularly deserve praise for guiding 
volunteers and ensuring that temple construction went smoothly and on 
schedule. “Every Saturday and Sunday about 30 - 40 volunteers 
gathered at the temple site and carried stones, blocks, wheeled barrows 
of gravel fill, laid heating ducts and insulation, cleaned up, and did all 
sorts of work” said Shyamala Chivukula, “Our young men and women 
volunteers did not hesitate about any task menial or major construction. 
Some of these students were from rather well to do families in India that 
did not even lift a spoon as the saying goes.” 

Many volunteers who were involved in the noble task willingly 
shared their experiences: all were similar. They focused on their 
respective jobs and school during the week and devoted their entire 
weekends towards the temple construction. Ukkiramapandian 
Radhakrishnan reminisced, “None of us had experience in any of the 
work, some of us had no clue on even holding the tools correctly; our 
mentors taught us everything we needed to know.” Selvam Rajavelu the 
architect explained, “The exterior walls, electrical and plumbing 
connections and other complicated work were handled by professional 
contractors. A unique floor heating system was installed so that devotees 
were comfortable in bare feet during winters. This was entirely 
accomplished with volunteer help; pipe laying, insulating, fitting and all 
kinds of details.” 

“Everyone is aware of the intricate work involved in Hindu 
temples. Some of the details could not be achieved while wearing gloves, 
so the volunteers braved the weather and did the work with their bare 
hands,” exclaimed Sriram. “We had to face inclement weather during 
the construction and we worked during scorching sun and biting cold, but 
it was fun,” said Alan Lakshminarayanan. Before electrical lines were 
installed, volunteers used kerosene heaters and car headlights to provide 
heat and light during winter and on nights. Indra recalled, “I stood like 
some kind of a statue of liberty holding up the lamp on a cold winter 
night focusing it on the comers for the workmen, who finished pouring 
the thick concrete slab for the garbhagraha. Neale’s car headlights 
provided the only lighting while we ensured that the floor sloped 
correctly to drain water without puddles. It was surreal; I am not sure I 
can do such things again.” 

In addition to guiding and teaching construction to the 
volunteers, Aditya proved that he is a true leader by literally getting his 
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hands dirty and worked hand in hand with them. His hard work and 
perseverance is relevant in many parts of the temple today. He managed 
to have the material donated, and installed the entire ceiling with 
volunteer help. Selvam Rajavelu added, “At every stage of the 
construction, the permit inspectors had to approve that everything was 
going in the right direction. Our amateur volunteers ensured every little 
detail was perfect so that the inspection approval happens without a 
glitch. Of course some had to be redone to meet the safety regulations 
and our volunteers did not have any hesitation in redoing it.” 

Each proved an inspiration of one kind or another. For example, 
SrinivasanVenkateshwaran one day just went ahead and started painting 
the floor and finish work; soon he had several assistants to help. 
Jayaraman pitched in at every point, be it cable laying, fencing, wiring 
installation for sound system or electrical lighting fixtures. Neale did the 
running of errands for purchases and chasing bids to complete a job, 
often using his little red car to haul material in most innovative ways so 
as to avoid delivery charges. It should not be forgotten that women often 
worked side by side with their men folk, stapling insulation, laying tile, 
sanding doors, painting, cleaning up. 

Sandhya Narasipura fondly recalled that several women 
encouraged volunteers by feeding them with delicious food. Endless cups 
of tea were made and no one hesitated in offering any help when asked. 
The whole community pitched in, making food, bringing it and serving it 
lovingly. 

During March and April 2003, 30 to 40 of the neighbors came 
every Saturday, helped in digging trenches for sprinklers and planting 
trees. This effort was arranged by Brent Robison from the neighborhood 
ward and by some lawyers having offices in the Plaza on the main road. 
Alex Morris, the master groundskeeper of South Jordan LDS temple, 
Steve Klass from Salt Lake and his friends from Native Plants Gardens 
provided considerable help in minimizing landscaping cost by getting 
many plants donated and planted. Children of neighbor families came 
and planted shrubs as part of their service project. 

To level the landscape a lot of soil was needed and they were 
wondering how and where to find it. Indra while driving by noticed 
mounds of soil on both sides of Redwood road. She stopped by at one of 
the work-sites, and met with the men in charge. She explained the need 



of the temple and acquired all the soil [46 truck loads] for free including 
delivery. Now, the problem was finding someone to level the soil. A 
contractor, Ken Day, working at the temple in one of the other projects 
offered his services for free and spread the soil over the acreage. 

“During the period of construction, no untoward incident 
happened and there was not even a single casualty and that was because 
of the blessings of our Great Ganesha” said Jayadatta Narasipura. Every 
time there was an obstacle, there was always a dedicated volunteer to 
come to the rescue! Because of their efforts and commitment, several 
thousands of dollars was saved. 

Volunteers In Religious Activities 

Typically, once a temple is built, the priest manages the day to 
day rituals. But, who would manage things while a temple is being built 
in a distant land? There was no room for such a question, because the 
wonderful volunteers took over everything from chanting Vedas to 
conducting poojas. In the beginning, the religious activities took place at 
the University of Utah and elsewhere and then they expanded to the 
Dream Circle Basement. Volunteers namely Shyamala Chivukula, Gopal 
Marathe, Hitesh Jaiswal, C.K. Ramachandran, Vishy Mahadevan took 
the responsibility of conducting or carrying out the religious needs at the 
temporary abodes of Lord Ganesha. During special occasions, priests 
from other states were invited to Utah to perform religious ceremonies. 

Every Sunday, volunteers chanted the Vishnu Sahasranama and 
Rudram. Shyamala performed several akanda parayanas of all day 
chanting of moola mantras and prayers for success at every stage of the 
project. Special Hindu rites based on Aagama Shastra began 48 days 
before the Kumbabhisheka by the volunteers and even though priests 
were invited from other states, local volunteers were needed to assist the 
priests in the rituals. Sriram Natarajan recalled that a team of. them rose 
early mornings and went to be trained by C.K. Ramachandran to learn 
the proper procedures of all the rituals. 

Every brick and every direction of our Utah Ganesha Temple 
speaks volumes of the dedication, commitment and enthusiasm of these 
youngsters. The Utah Hindu community is forever indebted to all those 
known and unknown volunteers and donors. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 


Temple Dedication 

Ganesha moved to his permanent temple in South Jordan on 
April 27th 2003. The Kumbabhishekam was on May 2-4, 2003. 

Surrounded by the Wasatch Mountain Range and adjoining the 
South Jordan Parkway, the Utah Sri Ganesha Hindu Temple standing in 
South Jordan is serving the Hindu population along the Wasatch Front 
not only as a place of worship but also as a gathering place for the Indian 
community. The temple is built according to traditional temple building 
codes or vaasthu adapted to the climatic conditions of Utah, with 4000 
square feet inside walls and about 8000 square feet including the 
surrounding verandah. The exterior wall of the building is of gray 
insulated cinder block with maroon bricks picking out a pattern. 

There are many special features to the Utah Temple. Its color 
schemes reflect colors of Utah deserts and mountains. The walls, with a 
temple ratha motif are in gray and red the Hindu holy colors symbolic of 
vibhuti-ashes and kum kum. A special 12-foot tall granite deepa 
sthambham or the column of lights carved by Vijayan Shilpi of Kerala 
installed at the entrance makes the Utah Temple special among other 
Hindu temples of America. The temple hall has a Legalett floor heating 
system making it comfortable for barefoot devotees during the very cold 
winters of Utah. Attention was paid to place the footwear area and 
restrooms in a convenient way along with a foot wash basin and foot 
dryer vent. 

The gold like brass tower called Vimanam or Shikara arising 
from the main shrine represents the mythological “Meru” or the highest 
mountain and locates the existence of the Hindu temple in that vicinity to 
distant travelers. The Vimana features eight figures of Lord Ganesha and 
eight goblins called “ Bhoothas ” to guard against any evil attempting to 
enter the temple. The brass vimana of the temple is a special design, the 
first of its kind ever designed by the efforts of Neelameggham and 
Viswanathan and executed by Chennai Natarajan and Krishnamoorthy 
Sthapathy. Aditya Vinadhara and his crew along with Jayaraman 
assembled the vimana’s lego like pieces in place over the high cement 
pyramid base accessed by a special scaffold. 
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The entrance of the temple faces East as per the Hindu temple 
architecture codes. The main deity Lord Ganesha is housed in the 
garbhagraha or the “Womb Chamber”. Surrounding the garbhagraha 
sanctum, enshrined in alcoves are Venugopala Krishnan, Hanuman, 
Dattatreya and Lord Muruga. Lord Balaji from Thirupathi on the right 
and marble murthis of Lord Shiva and Goddess Durga along with 
Shivlinga on the left are enshrined in their own small mandapas. The 
Shiva Lingam itself is a stone from Narmada River in India. Granite 
Goddesses Sri Lakshmi and Sri Saraswathi adorn the entrance of the 
main sanctum giving special importance to wealth and learning, the main 
quests of Hindu immigrants to USA. 

The Pancha Loha (special bronze) statues of Lord Nataraja, 
Sivakami Uma, Lord Rama, Sita, Lakshmana and Hanuman and Andaal 
Bhudevi are enshrined along alcoves on the East wall. The granite 
Navagraha (nine planets) deities are enshrined on the northeast comer 
with enough space for devotees to go around in circumambulation 
prayers. On the west wall, poster sized pictures of deities Sri Venkatesa, 
Radha-Krishna, Shiva, Durga, Sri Ram Durbar, Srinathji and 
Karthikeyan are mounted; these were once worshipped at the various 
community bhajans performed in different places before the temple was 
built. A small fire brick square can be seen on the floor in the middle of 
the main hall to kindle small fires for rituals like Homas or Yagnas. The 
colonnade surrounding the building and the roofing attached to them 
serves at present as an area for having prasada or food during any festive 
time. Installed by Harikumar Selvaraj and his friends, a stage with a 
roofing area is available for events such as the Annual Day. 

Devotees paid for these murthis and all community members 
participated in the consecration rituals performed by priests. Vijay 
Kumar who helped in the consecration of the Navagrahas recalled, “I had 
never worn a dhoti or gone bare chested till that day; but it was an 
inspiring experience.” Karthik who designed the abstract artwork on a 
Ganesha T shirt wrote to his mother, “The experience of carrying 
Ganesha into the Garbagudi for consecration was Awesome!” 

Chennai S. Natarajan, Samas Engineering, Chennai has been the 
main voluntary liaison in India since year 2000 helping with shipment of 
sculptures and providing engineering assistance. In 2007 the temple 
volunteers built their own ratham designed by Neale, constructed by 
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Aditya and his brother David Holdaway, painted and decorated by 
Shyamala, Satish Kumar, Vidya Iyer and other volunteers. 


Pundit Shashidhara Somayaji was the first priest who served the 
temple for two years before he moved on to the east coast to work at 
another temple. The temple has two full time priests at present. Pundit 
A.R. Krishnan or ARK. as he is popularly known came to Salt Lake City 
on a deputation from New York Temple but he chose to serve the temple 
here in Utah. Pundit N.S. Satish Kumar is a graduate of the famous 
Patashala at Thirupathi. He has received many awards for his Vedic 
expertise. He has special skills in alankara and poojas. Both priests are 
very popular in the community. 

This narrative merely gives a few examples of several generous 
people who volunteered their time, efforts, and resources to collect funds 
for constructing the magnificent temple that we all enjoy and cherish 
today. We don’t need an explanation as to how this outstanding 
development occurred. Good people, good thoughts, whole-hearted 
contributions, good organization, and good cooperation together 
attributed to the creation of this great temple that will forever be a part of 
the history of Utah and the history of Hindus. 


yoCunteers Cay 
the floor heating 
system. 

Xatpana, 

Xditya, 

Hamachandran, 
Vinesh and 
NeaCe carry 
XaCasas. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 


India Cultural Center 

On November 9, 1999, the India Cultural Center was 
incorporated as a cultural wing and a wholly owned subsidiary of the 
Temple. Spearheaded by Dinesh Patel several fundraising Galas were 
held to collect monies for the activities of the cultural center and its 
building fund. These galas were one of the most successful charitable 
fundraisers in Utah. Some of the monies were expended towards 
construction of common utilities and parking lots at the site. Detailed 
planning by a dedicated Board is underway for further fundraising and 
construction of the ICC Building in the near future. 

The ICC also receives grants from Salt Lake Arts Council, SLC 
Center for the Arts, State of Utah, University of Utah Dance Department, 
Utah Arts Council, Zoo Arts and Parks Program etc. to hold several 
cultural programs and workshops. 

We hope that the enthusiastic Hindu community is soon able to 
enjoy the facilities of the India Cultural Center close to their beloved Sri 
Ganesha Temple. 



SUSS 























CHAPTER NINE 


Future vision 

A vision is an envisioned future, a guiding image to accomplish 
a set of goals. The Ganesha Hindu Temple has a vision that has been 
clearly stated in its Mission Statement. This vision has been to a targe 
extent realized. What does the community envision in the coming years? 
The temple pioneers and well-wishers who very willingly shared their 
views and experience have this to say: 

PRIESTS AR KRISHNAN AND NS SATISH KUMAR 

Even though a small community, this is a big temple with all 
facilities. Weekends are always crowded with many visitors; we wish 
more people come on weekdays. Every family should take a vow to 
make it a part of their life style to visit their temple for a few minutes at 
least once a week. Once the habit is in place the children will follow and 
it will be easy. We wished to start small discussions and story telling 
sessions. We still wait for a positive response from people to make these 
classes possible. 

ADITYA VINADHARA 

I see this Sri Ganesha Hindu Temple growing two to three times 
its present size and becoming a pilgrimage destination for Hindus around 
the world. Eventually, elderly housing for retired Hindus could be near 
the temple with a day care to serve working parents. More Hindu 
families may choose to purchase homes and land near the temple to be 
close to all the activities provided by the Temple and ICC. This is a good 
time and opportunity to be in Utah now to watch and help this temple 
and community grow. 

VINAYAK AND RAJANIAPTE 

Indian community represents a broad spectrum of beliefs and 
practices and at the Ganesha temple there are opportunities for every one 
to worship according to their own way of praying and this makes all of 
us to feel oneness among us. Any further development of the temple 
should be focused on these lines and also teaching our younger 
generation that apart from their personal life they have some duties 
towards the day to day activities of the temple. 
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One of the duties of the present generation is to pass on Hindu 
tradition and beliefs to the younger generation. In order to do this, the 
temple is an ideal place. Parents also have a responsibility to teach their 
kids about the importance of the temple and about our religion. Temple 
visiting and temple related activities is what will eventually make them 
embrace our culture and religion. 

SATISH BHATNAGAR 

Having the temple is really great. But, we have now come to a 
point when the temple alone cannot provide nourishment for all our 
culture and traditional values; in order to provide that lively experience, 
the already contemplated ICC is the appropriate solution. 

PRAMOD NAYATE 

As the Indian population is growing fast, we should have more 
parking space and trees should be planted around the temple. Regular 
spiritual talks, camps, yoga classes and series of lectures on Gita should 
be organized. Accommodating the needs of the present community will 
leave a strong foundation for our future generation. 

SHYAMALA CHIVUKULA 

I envision the following to happen soon in the near future: 

A majestic Rajagopuram and entrance pillars with emblems which show 
the hospitality of our heritage. The walls of the Temple embedded with 
sculptures from various puranas. The inner sanctum to vibrate constantly 
with Vedic chanting from many voices to enhance the piousness of our 
Temple. The landscape of temple and ICC campus filled with various 
trees, with picnic tables, walkways and flower gardens, where people can 
visit the temple, visit with their friends and spend a serene time with their 
children. A green house to grow a variety of flowers and tulasi for pooja 
whenever we need it. A water feature with lilies and lotuses In front of 
the temple. A meditation area where people can meditate in peace and 
quiet to look within themselves to realize the eternal flame. 

ARJUN BACHUS 

Basically I am a religious person and my beliefs and 
commitment to Hinduism forced me to get involved in the temple 
activities. One of the reasons for the flourishing of the temple is that the 
administrators focused on the incorporation of diverse ways of worship 
to bring the Hindu community together. Self-help and ritual worship are 
co-existing paradigm and there is a heightened need to teach the benefits 
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of visiting the temple for worship to our younger generation. Expansion 
of the temple building and building the ICC will foster our religious and 
cultural aspect in multiple dimensions and these are tangible things. 
However, there are certain intangible things which we should implant in 
the minds of our younger generation. We should teach that religion is an 
indispensable part of our life and always render self-less service to the 
temple and to the community. If we are able to implant such characters in 
the minds of our youngsters that will be one of the great achievements. 

DINESH PATEL 

Constructing a temple is an arduous task and Kalpana and I 
joined a team of enthusiastic personalities and contributed our share in 
the temple project. A magnificent temple has been built for the 
community. Likewise we have another responsibility: that is building the 
India Cultural Center which will throw emphasis on the cultural as well 
as traditional values for our younger generation. 

SATHYA REDDY 

Religious observance and preserving our cultural heritage are 
part and parcel of our life and I am happy that we are able to do this in a 
foreign country. During recent annual celebrations the mandapam was 
fully packed. An expansion to the existing temple building to 
accommodate the huge Indian population that is increasing in Utah in a 
rapid pace is inevitable. There should be separate halls for dining, 
another for conducting religious classes and other cultural activities apart 
from religious activities 

INDRA AND R NEELAMEGGHAM 

The Temple was built by Utah Hindus over a period of eight 
years. All of us who built the temple had the goal of preserving and 
growing the Hindu way of life, its old traditions and life-long religious 
practice. Each one’s contribution in some fashion befitting his or her 
ability is to be appreciated. The sanctum structure was designed and 
built to last thousands of years. The continued sustenance of the Temple 
is entrusted in the future generations who will have a place to learn and 
practice our rich heritage. We pray that Ganesha will continue his 
blessings and removal of obstacles in the future just as he did in evolving 
this small Temple for and by the Hindu Community of Utah. As always, 
Ganesha will take care. 
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Chronology Of Temple History 



August 15 

1993 

Temple Concept Initiated 

September 

1993 

Sivaya Subramuniyaswami Addresses Utah 
Hindu Community To Start Poojas 

March 16 

1995 

Great Ganesha Sculpted in Mahabalipuram India 
Arrives In Salt Lake City 

May 8 

1995 

Temple Incorporated As A Non Profit 
Organization. 

February 24 

1996 

Great Ganesha Transported In A Snow 
Procession To The Second Temporary 

Abode At Dream Circle, South Jordan, Utah 

August 26 

1999 

South Jordan Land Purchase Deed Signed 

August 22 

2001 

Bhumi Pooja Performed 

October 21 

2001 

Vaasthu Soil Tests Performed Successfully 
Vaasthu Pooja, Ground Consecration Homa 

April 1 

2002 

Excavation Work Begins At The Site 

May 4 

2003 

Maha Kumbhabhishekham 

September 6 

2003 

Navagraha Prathishta 

August 21 

2004 

Shiva, Nataraja And Ram Parivar Prathishta 

May 25 

2005 

Srivaru Balaji Venkateswara Prathishta 

August 7 

2005 

Sri Andal Bhudevi Prathishta 

September 4 

2005 

Brass Vimana Assembled; Samprokshana Pooja 
Mahotsava Begins 

October 2 

2005 

Vimana Abhisheka and Grand Opening 

February 

2007 

Utsava Deities Consecrated 

May 4 

2007 

Outer Parikrama Path And Ratha Built. 

October 

2007 

Yagna Shala Consecrated. 


construction 




Sri Qanesha 3-CincCu TempCe Of 'Utah 
1142 South Jordan Parkway, South Jordan, Utah 84095 
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